IN THE CLAIMS 



1 . (currently amended)A data management system for/storages, suitable 
for a system having a host and a plurality of storages connected to a data transfer 
network, comprising: 

a converter facility for converting a b l ock (unity) unit cff s e mant i ca ll y sign i f i cant 
data specific to an operating system (OS) on said host into a WHty unit of 
s e mant i ca ll y s i gnificant data common to sa i d data trarjsf e r n e twork said storages : 
and 

a management facility for managing a read6ut of said un i ty of data from ono 
of sa i d storag e s upon r e c e pt i on of th e un i t nanrie of sa i d data from sa i d host, said 
fac ili ty being provided apart from said host saio unit of data common to said storages 
which responds to a unit name of data received from said host from one of said 
storages upon reception of the unit namj^ of said data from said host, 

wherein each of said storages^cludes a storage device for storing data and a 
controller for allocating a data whicM is transferred through said data transfer network 
to a virtual space and storing saijd data allocated to the virtual space in said storage 
device. 



2. (currently armended)A data manag e m e nt system according to claim 1 , 
whereinf said yfwtyunft of s e mant i cal l y s i gn i ficant data specific to said operating 
system is compr i sj e d o f has an actual data section and a first control section for 
defining the type of data specific to said operating system, 
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said converter facility considers the entire WHtyunit as said actual dara to add 
to said unity of data specific to said operating system a second control ^ction 
created for managing tlie type of data and for being common to said; 
n e twork storages . 

3. (currently amended)A data manag e m e nt sysjfem according to claim 2, 
wherein: said data transfer network is a storage area nerwork. 



4. (currently amended)A data managefn e nt syst e m for storag e s su i tab le 
for a system having a host and a plurality of storages connected to a data transfer 
network, comprising: 

a converter facility for convertingyfiles in a first format having a file format 
specific to an operating system on safd host into files in a second format having a file 
format common to sa i d data transf e r n e twork said storages ; and 

a management facility for managing a readout of files in said second format 
which responds to a file nanr>e in said first format from one of said storages upon 
reception of file name in said first format op e ration r e qu e st to sa i d storages from said 
host, said faci li ty be i ng^prov i dod apart from sa i d host 

wherein eacK of said storages includes a storage device storing data and a 
controller for allcK:ating a data which is transferred through said data transfer network 
to a virtual SE^ace and for storing said data allocated to the virtual space in said 
storage d;evice . 
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5. (currently amended)A data manag e m e nt system according to claim 4, 
wherein^ said files in said first format is comprised of actual data sectionymid a first 
control section for defining the type of data specific to said operating j^stem. and 

wherein said converter facility considers said entire files In said first format as 
said actual data to add to said files in said first format a second/control section 
created for managing the type of data and for being commo]/to said data transf e r 
network storages . 



6. (currently amended)A data manag e npfent syst e m for storages suitabl e 
fo<^system having a plurality of storages and j?K)sts connected to a data transfer 
network, comprising: 

a host for obtaining fries from said ^torages; 

a server for managing files present apart from said host; and 

a converter facility for converting files of a format specific to an operating 
system on said host into a generjc format file having a format of significance 
common to said storages dataXransf e r network: , 

wherein said server nnanages the transmission of said files on said storages 
to said host upon receptij2(n of access permission request from said host to said files 
under the name of saicK common format file , and 

wherein each/ of said storages includes a storage device storing data and a 
controller for allocating a data which is transferred through said data transfer network 
to a virtual sp^e and for storing said data allocated to the virtual space in said 
storage de/ice . 
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7. (currently amended)A data manag e m e nt system for stor;^g e s 
according to claim 6, further comprising: 

a storage for storing said common format files. 

whereinr said server issues to said storage a staging t?6quest with a file 
operation ID added with respect to a file requested for saija access permission, and 
sond sends said file operation ID on condition that any^rror occurs; 

wherein said storage stages said file in accondance with said staging request 
and add said file operation ID to said fllei^ and 

wherein said host obtains said file by is^tiing a file operation request to said 
storage with said file operation ID added, 

8. (currently amended)A data management system- 
according to claim 7, whereim said pe operation ID is for use in the acknowledgment 
of access right of said host. 



9. (currently ameiided)A data manag e m e nt syst e m for storag e s, suitable 
for a system having a plu/ality of storages and hosts connected to a data transfer 
network, comprising: 

a host having/a file system converting files in a file format specific to an 
operating systemyinto files in a file format common on said data transf e r n e twork 
storages , and converting files in said common file format on said data transfer 
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network into files in said file format specific to said operating system, and^isaid host 
updating data in said file format specific to said operating system; 

a management facility for managing a readout of a file comrrrbn to said 

storages which responds to a file name and data received from siaid host from one of 
said storages upon reception of the file name of said data fropn said host: and 

a storage having a file storage area for storing files m a format common to 
said data transf e r n e twork storages , a virtual space for t?etaining files that may be 
transmitted and received to and from said host or anther storage and that is in said 
format common to said data transfer network storgfges . as well as a storage 
controller for asynchronously allocating said fileread out from said storage area to 
said virtual space to transmit to said host said file in said virtual space. 

1 0. (currently amended)A data manag e m e nt system for storag e s 
according to claim S9, whereinf saua data transfer network comprises a plurality of 
fibre switches having hosts and/or storage devices connected thereto and a storage 
area network for connecWng^ components. 

1 1 . (currently.amended)A data manag e m e nt system for storag e s 
according to claim^Xvhereinr said file in said file format specific to said operating 
system is comprised of actual data and a file control section for defining the file type 




thereofT , and 

wherein said file system considers said actual data plus said file control 
section as an actual data entirely to create another file control section common to 




sa i d storag e ar e a n e twork said storages , said file in said file forjnatspecific to said 
operating system being converted to a file in saidJ^eH^frnat common to sa i d storag e 
ar e a network said storages by adding s^id^^other control section to said file in said 
file format specific to said oper^tifig system. 
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